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A South African herb, Lepidium divari- 
catum Solander' (Brassicaceae) has already 
been introduced and naturalised in Western 
Europe. 

Recently plants of this species have been 
collected both in flowering and fruiting, 
sporadically from various localities of Lahul 
in Western Himalaya. Frequency and pre¬ 
ponderance of the species in wild state 
indicates its complete naturalisation in 
Lahul, and this appears to be the first 
record of this species from the Himalayan 
region. 

Lepidium divaricalum Solander in Aiton, 
Hort. Kew. 2:441.1789; Thellung, Die 
gattung Lepidium (L.) R. Br.—Eine 
Monographische studie Zurich: 146. 1906; 
Flora Europaea 1: 330. 1964. 

Annual herb. Stem papillose. Basal 
leaves subpinnate. Upper leaves oblong-lan¬ 
ceolate, acute, dentate. Racemes terminal 
and axillary. Sepals 0.5-0.75 mm, petals 025- 
0.50 mm, style very short. Pedicels 2-4 mm 
in fruit. Fruiting racemes elongate. Silicula 
narrowly elliptic to narrowly ovate, 2-3 x 
1.5-2 mm, apical notch shallow and narrow ; 
septum lanceolate or oblanceolate, valvules 
boat-shaped- Seed ovoid, slightly compressed, 
about 1.25 x 0.7 mm, yellowish-brown. 

Western Himalaya: Lahu\ Jispa, 

3200 m, 14th August 1970, U, C . Bhatta - 
charyya 40793 ; Lahul, Koksar, 3100 m, 7th 
August 1970, U. C. Bhattacharyya 40674. 

The Plant is apparently indistinguishable 
from L. ruderale L. but can be recognised 
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Lepidium divaricatum Sol. 

Figs, 1-3; 1. A portion of the plant. 2. A portion of 

fruiting raceme with the topmost silicula showing one of 
the valvules fallen off and the other valvule with a pendu¬ 
lous seed. 3. Part of stem magnified* showing papillee. 

under microscope by the papillose nature 
of the stem 
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